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speech saying that 'to leave the policy of reform of the Second
Chamber—to leave all the ground unoccupied for the other side5
would result in 'disaster, death, and damnation'. His obstinate
scruple was at last overcome by giving the bill a preamble begin-
ning: 'Whereas it is intended to substitute for the House of Lords
as it at present exists a Second Chamber constituted on a popular
instead of a hereditary basis, but such a substitution cannot imme-
diately be brought into operation.9 A preamble like that, of
course, enacts nothing. It is only a v&u; and its value in this
instance may be judged from the fact, that during the subsequent
quarter-century liberal, conservative, and labour ministries all
held office for substantial periods, besides a variety of coalitions,
and not one of them introduced a bill to carry the matter farther.
However it contented Grey, and the cabinet moved forward.
It was decided to pass through the commons in the first
instance, not the bill, but a set of three resolutions embodying
its principles. The first dealt with money bills; the second with
bills other than money bills; and the third with the reduction of
the life of a parliament from seven to five years. Asquith's hand-
ling of them in the house was masterly, and though he could not
undo his failure to obtain 'guarantees' before the last dissolution,
he assured the house categorically that he should obtain them
before the next.1 The resolutions were all passed by 14 April
1910 (with majorities varying from 98 to 106); and following the
last the Parliament Bill itself was introduced and read a first time.
On 27 April (with a majority of 93, which included 62 Irish) the
budget was passed also. The next day it was sent to the house of
lords, and they let it through without a division. Parliament
adjourned for a short holiday; and the prime minister went to
Gibraltar in the admiralty yacht.
Suddenly, while they were all away, a, curtain fell. King
Edward died (6 May 1910). He had paid his usual spring visit
to Biarritz; but a short while after his return suffered from spasms
of heart-asthma, to which he had long been liable. In the first
week of May their severity caused alarm; but he continued to get
up, to dress, and even to receive visitors; he did so even on the
day of his death. His final collapse was a matter of hours, and the
nation, which only one bulletin had prepared for it, was utterly
1 'In no case would we recommend Dissolution except under such conditions as
will secure that in the new Parliament the judgement of the people as expressed at
the election will be carried into law* (Hansard, v. xvi. 1548).

